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the Earl of Leicester, was not at present known. It
is difficult to imagine any serious obstacle to their
union, save such as may have come from the inclina-
tions of one or both ; nor is it easy to suppose that
Penelope would have offered much resistance to
Philip's wooing, had he cared to woo in earnest.
Only one thing, however, is clear; that at this time
Philip felt none of the passion for Penelope which,
as Astrophel, he two or three years afterwards, in his
famous sonnets, professed for her as Stella. As to
the autobiographical value of these poems something
must be said hereafter. He certainly had not begun
to write them, or to entertain the thoughts uttered
in them, in 1578.

About his occupations this year all of importance
that is known has already been recorded. He kept
Christmas, along with his parents, at Hampton
Court. Sir Henry Sidney, having been partly for-
given for his excess of zeal in the Queen's service as
Lord Deputy of Ireland, absented himself for a while
from his post as Lord President of Wales, and came
up to enjoy a holiday with his family as well as to
pay respects to his sovereign. To Queen Elizabeth,
on the first day of 1579, he presented a costly gold
ornament, on which was carved an image of Diana,
richly garnished with diamonds, pearls, and rubies.
Her Majesty's gratitude was marked by a gift of a
hundred and thirty-eight ounces of gold plate. To
Lady Sidney and to Philip, severally, the royal
favour was measured by thirty and by twenty ounces,
in exchange for a smock and two cambric pillow-
cases tendered by the mother, and a white sarcenet